overwhelmed by sheer numbers, and if so it was a
certainty that Tantia Topi would destroy the bridge
of boats across the Ganges and cut off the convoy
from the Grand Trunk Road.
On the 28th November the march began at 7 A.M.
and as the day went on the guns at Cawnpore could
be plainly heard. At noon an Indian runner emerged
from behind a hedge with a small note written in
Greek character, marked 'Most Urgent', and
addressed to e General Sir Colin Campbell, or any
officer commanding troops on the Lucknow road'. It
was dated the 26th and said that there had been
severe fighting, that the enemy were in great force
with many guns, and that Windham might have to
abandon the town and retire into his entrenchment.
It ended with an urgent request for help, and was soon
followed by two more letters, the second reporting
that Windham's force was now shut up in the en-
trenchment, and that the bridge was threatened*
The column marched on doggedly. There was
severe suffering among the sick and wounded, and
the troops were tired and footsore. As the miles
passed the cannonade became louder and louder.
Late in the evening camp was pitched within a few
miles of the bridgehead, after a march of nearly
twenty-five miles. Sir Colin and some of his staff
had ridden on ahead and seen with profound relief
that the bridge was still safe, though there were
flames and smoke rising from the city and canton-
ments on the other side. Sir Colin crossed over to
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